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Conference to Defend Public Education
STOP School Closings, ATR Abuse, & High Stakes Testing

After more than six years of mayoral control, hundreds of schools are labeled failing or near-failing, dozens are
being closed as a matter of routine "reorganization", testing is taking over our classrooms, and more than a
thousand teachers are being pushed out of the system, all without democratic input from parents, educators or
the students they serve. A well-publicized program of rating schools with A-F grades based on standardized
tests (drawing criticism from independent experts) means a bad grade can lead to the extinction of a school,
leaving a staff with no guaranteed teaching positions.

New Yorkers involved in education are increasingly demanding an end to the school closings and high stakes
testing madness while also demanding full-time teaching jobs for dislocated teachers (ATRs). In the past three
months people have protested the announced phasing-out of their schools, demonstrated to defend ATR rights
and fought to end high stakes testing. School staff, parents, and students have joined to condemn the
destruction of school communities and educational programs they value. The targeted schools serve the most
vulnerable working class communities and communities of color.

Look, no one wants to be part of a lousy school. This is our labor and our education, not a mad laboratory for
free-market experiments. Schools can't be improved by remote control. Learning must be preparation for life,

not for the next standardized test. Stop stripping away the resources we need for a rich school experience. No

parent wants their child in a test prep factory where little real thinking is expected and children are treated as if
they are “standarditZzed.a” gMmmdonea etahitrokdf§ orce experienc:
they cost too much. Give the parents, teachers and school communities a real voice. Give those who work in

the schools the role of involvement in planning and decision-making that matters. Our experience in a school
community should count for something. Let us finish what we start.

We are a group of new and veteran educators holding an issues-oriented conference and strategy conference.
Speakers will provide an analysis of the interests that benefit from the standardized testing and school-
reorganization juggernaut, while connecting the dots between the closing schools, ATR and testing issues.
Discussion will take place in breakout sessions around how to create resistance.

The purpose of the conference goes beyond reports and analysis.

T Let's have an extended discussion about actions a
our schools.

T Let’'s bring together people from affected school s
1 Let's end the Tweed strategy of separating and isolating us into good school/bad school.
1 Let's map out a strategy for citywide action to take back public education.

Come to our conference & action planning meetings:
Tuesdays, March 10 & 17, 4:30PM
@ the CUNY Grad Center, 34t & 5th Ave. Rm. 5414

Conference to Defend Public Education
Saturday, March 28,12 i 3pm
John Jay College, Room 1311

The Independent Community of Educators (ICE) (www.ice -uft.org)
New York Collec tive of Radical Educators (NYCoORE) (www.nycore.org )
For more information: 718 -601-4901, asc -ice@gmail.com
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