
  

Historical Points about Neoliberalism

Education is situated within the large social, political and 
economic context

Capitalism
Belief in the power of 

the free-market

1930s & 1940s
Depression

Labor Movements
Immigration

Keynesian Political 
Economic Model
Mixed Economies

Increased 
government role

1950s
Milton Friedman - 
Chicago School

Corporate 
Community

A search for a pure 
free market society.
Restoring and 
deepening this model 
will help our society



  

1950s, 60s, & 70s

50s
Post War Boom was beneficial to 
corporations, but they were often 

pushed to concede to 
redistribution of gains for taxes 

and worker salaries

50s & 60s
Increased social and civil rights 

movements make demands toward 
racial-social justice & 
redistributive justice 

60s & 70s
Government Legislation
Civil Rights Legislation
Elem. & Sec. Ed Act

Moves toward Equity & 
Redistribution

Putting added pressures on 
various sectors including the 

corporate sector

50s - 70s : A Counterrevolution?
Pro-market think tanks, policy groups, increasing profits for a 

power elite



  

The Counterrevolution

Friedman’s Vision: 
Government deregulation, privatization of services & cutback funding 

on social programs

70s & 80s
Equity & Redistribution 

programs are either rolled 
back or never adequately 

supported

50s - 80s 
Experiments of neoliberal thought in the 

“Southern Cone”;
Moves toward following neoliberal thought in 

the north (Regan & Thatcher) 

80s & 90s 
Privatization of services comes front and 

center: “accountability,” “choice,” “meeting 
standards,” “preventing failure,” “increasing 

surveillance”

1983
A Nation at Risk



  

The Corporatist State: Is this the U.S. Today?

Big Government & Big Business Working Together
Transferring public wealth to private hands; exploding debt; growing divisions 

between rich and poor; aggressive nationalism through security

End of Social Policies & Programs: 
Dismantling of housing programs, 
fight against socialization of health 

care

Federal Education Policies
Clinton’s Goals 2000, 

Bush’s NCLB

Federal Government: 
Centralizes control or 

hands it over to private 
industry

Questions
How does neoliberalism play out in local education policies and structures?Is 
Mayoral Control part of the agenda? Organization of Schooling? Control over 

school professionals?
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